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MovieMail was started by Carol Hunter in 1996. Carol was never a film
intellectual, just someone who really loved movies and noticed that most
of her favourites were not easy to get on video and many of them were
not made in the English language. 

MovieMail•s first order was received on July 7 1996 (for Route de 
Corinthe, The Tin Drum and Le Boucher). At that time Carol lived on ther
Scottish Hebridean island of Islay - not the best choice for fast delivery!

In Autumn 1997 Carol moved to Hereford in England, taking MovieMail 
with her. In 2000 we opened an office in London to house our publication 
and marketing efforts.

In April 2006, we consolidated our two offices into MovieMail Towers,
situated in Camden, North London, where Customer Service is provided 
by our experienced staff. To get the best possible deals in terms of 
availability and price, our orders are dispatched from Letchworth,
Guernsey and Canada.

Origins

Welcome
MovieMail was founded back in 1996, but the
idea has always stayed the same … to share
interesting films and to celebrate one of the greatest 
contemporary artforms. 

Thousands of DVDs are released every month; we 
select the best and most worthwhile and let you
know about them … in our monthly film catalogue, on
our website, in email newsletters and in the podcast.

Managing Director

WWelcome to the 2008
MovieMail film calendar - our 

ffirst ever! 2007 has been a great
yyear for us and for film, and we•re
looking forward to another twelve
mmonths of fantastic new releases.

WWe•ve designed this calendar for
ffilm lovers in mind, so as well as
ssome beautiful stills, you will also 
ffind birthdays listed for some of 
oour favourite stars and directors.
TThe twelve films we have chosen 
include some excellent new 
rreleases, alongside some timeless
cclassics.

If you would like us to send copies
oof the calendar to your friends or 
ffamily, please contact us - though
sstocks are limited (you•ll only pay

a small postage & handling charge 
for each copy).

In the meantime, wishing you a
year packed with wonderful film!

About MovieMail

Here we present the best new DVD releases from a wide range of genres
to bring great films, documentaries and TV programmes to your attention
in an easily digested format. Those films and directors we particularly 
recommend are highlighted with longer reviews and features.

The Monthly Film Catalogue
MovieMail HQ

Order online for the cheapest prices on over 20,000 films at 
www.m oviemail- onlin e.co .uk

How to Order 

Call us on 08 44 77 6 0900 to speak to one of our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff. Calls are charged at no more than 5p / minute

Send your order and payment details to: 
MovieMail Direct , 5 Stucle y Place , London , NW1 8NS

? For all enquiries give us a call on 0844 776 0900
or email us at info @moviemail-online.co.uk

Call for our latest prices!

The UK•s premier quality film website, we list the best new releases, as
well as our vast back catalogue which covers thousands of titles across 
every genre. With news, reviews, opinions and articles, it•s every film 
lover•s dream resource!

Our Website

Ask for our FRE
monthly film catalogu





Cary Grant
born 18 January 1904

Paul Newman
born January 26 1925

January 2008

At a dilapidated 
way station
somewhere
between heaven 
and earth, the 
newly deceased
are greeted by 
spiritual guides who help them 
sift through their memories to 
find the one really precious
moment of their lives. The
chosen moment is re-enacted 
and filmed, using charmingly 
low-tech props and staging, so
the deceased can carry their 
favourite memory with them
when they pass on to heaven.

For all its good humour, After
Life has a serious message; 
Kore-eda says his aim was to 
show that, by being engaged 
in a dialogue with one•s past,
one can affirm one•s life and 
grow spiritually. The film also
raises the question of whether
a meaningful memory is one in
which you yourself are content,
or one in which you are part of 
another•s happiness. 

This is a quiet, thoughtful and
very lovely film. What moment
would you choose?

After Life

Dir ec tor: Kore-Eda Hirokazu
Starrin g: Susumu Terajima,
Arata, Erika Oda
Release d: Out Now
Japan | 1998 | 113 mins | sub | Cert PG

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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François Truffaut
born 6 February 1932

Sidney Poitier
born 20 February 1927

February 2008

Directed by
acclaimed
photographer and 
video director 
Anton Corbijn,
Control featuresl
an incredible lead 
performance from newcomer 
Sam Riley as Ian Curtis, the
lead singer of the influential
Manchester band Joy Division.
The film follows the band as it
rises to fame, culminating with
Ian•s tragic suicide, aged 23.

Inspired by the biographical
account Touching from a
Distance, penned by Curtis•
widow Deborah Curtis, Control
recalls how Ian•s aspirations 
reached beyond the trappings 
of small town life in 1970s
northern England and delicately 
examines what led him to take
his own life by depicting the
forces and conflicts that beset
him.

One of the most talked about
films in the 2007 film festival
season, Control stunned filml
lovers with its honest beauty. 
Like Joy Division•s music, it is
truly tragic, moving and tender.

Control

Dir ec tor: Anton Corbijn
Starrin g: Sam Riley,
Samantha Morton
Release d: 11th February
UK | 2007 | 121 mins TBC | Cert 15 TBC
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For the best in Contemporary Film visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Michael Caine
born 14 March 1933

Juliette Binoche
born 9 March 1964

March 2008

Two kindred spirits 
find each other on 
the bustling streets 
of Dublin in this 
inspirational and
endearing tale of 
love, friendship and
music.

•Guy• is a street musician who 
lacks the confidence to perform 
his own songs; •Girl• is a young
immigrant mother trying to
find her way in a strange new
town. Over a period of a few 
days, and thanks to a broken
vacuum cleaner, they discover
each other•s talents and push
one another to realise what 
each had only previously dreamt 
about.

Through their natural affinity
for music … both of the leads
are played by professional
musicians … they communicate
their feelings of both love and 
loss.

Once is a movie full of low 
budget charm that transcends
the realism of its setting to
create a beautiful, wistful tale of 
modern love.

Once

Dir ec tor: John Carney
Starrin g: Glen Hansard,
Markéta Irglová
Release d: TBC
Ireland | 2006 | 85 mins | Cert PG

For the best in Contemporary Film visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Alec Guinness
born 2 April 1914

Julie Christie
born 14 April 1941

April 2008

This baroque, 
intricate thriller
ventures into
Spain•s rural 
heartland to stage
a Rashomon-like
investigation into 
the murder of a teenage girl
on the outskirts of a small 
community.

Six overlapping chapters shuffle 
between the perspectives of the 
various suspects, and writer-
director Sánchez-Cabezudo•s
crafty concatenations of cause
and effect should serve as a 
real tonic for anyone mourning 
the death of narrative cinema.

Sensitive viewers be warned: 
shotguns and animal traps
feature prominently - we are
deep in hunting country, after 
all - but there•s something 
reassuringly Columbo-like in 
the way a wily veteran of the
local police force manages to
stitch together at least some of 
the loose ends of this clever, 
gripping plot.

Night of the
Sunflowers

Director : Jorge Sánchez-
Cabezudo
Starrin g: Carmelo Gomez, 
Celso Bugallo
Release d: Out Now
Spain | 2006 | 118 mins | sub | Cert 15

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Orson Welles
born 6 May 1915

James Stewart
born 20 May 1908

May 2008

The winner of 
2007s Palme
d•Or, 4 Months, 
3 Weeks, 2 Days
forms part of the 
recent wave of 
reflective Romanian 
cinema which has produced 
some of the most exhilarating 
and challenging filmmaking of 
recent years.

Set during the final days of that
country•s communist regime
(the director, tongue in cheek,
calls this •The Golden Age•),
the film explores the restrictions
on freedom and choice, both 
internal and external.

Gabita is pregnant; Otilia, who 
shares a student dormitory with
her, helps organize a shady 
hotel room appointment for an 
illegal abortion. As we follow
Otilia through her day, we see 
how the experience changes
her just as much as her friend.

By turns the film is an
appallingly explicit and
beautifully naturalistic treatment
of a challenging subject.

4 Months, 3
Weeks, 2 Days

Director : Cristian Mungiu
Starrin g: Anamaria Marinca,
Laura Vasiliu, Vlad Ivanov
Release d: May 2008
Romania | 2007 | 113 mins | sub | 15

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Tony Curtis
born 3 June 1925

Billy Wilder
born 22 June 1906

June 2008

Almodóvar•s highly
acclaimed film sees
a return to the
world of small town 
life and a return
to the world of 
women.

Volver also sees the reunionr
of his favourite leading ladies
… Carmen Maura, Chus
Lampreave and of course,
Penélope Cruz, whom he 
transforms into one of those
voluptuous Mediterranean
women who strode through
Italian films of the 1950s
and1960s.

The sisters are haunted by the
apparition of their deceased
mother, who has returned to
help her family in a time of 
crisis: one sister has covered up
her own daughter•s murder of 
her repulsive husband.

Almodóvar•s ability to meld 
melodrama, social commentary
and comedy into something
life-giving and uplifting is 
remarkable, and it is this talent, 
typified in Volver, that puts him 
into a class of his own.

Volver

Dir ec tor: Pedro Almodóvar
Starrin g: Penélope Cruz, 
Carmen Maura, Chus
Lampreave
Release d: Out Now
Spain | 2006 | 116 mins | sub | Cert 15

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Jean Cocteau
born 5 July 1889

Ingmar Bergman
born 14 July 1918

July 2008

Together with 
L•Avventuraand 
La Notte, L•Eclisse
forms one third
of Antonioni•s 
trilogy about 
the problem of 
communication between people 
in contemporary society.

Monica Vitti stars as Vittoria,
a woman who abandons a
doomed relationship, wanders
through a Rome dominated by 
its cold modernist architecture,
and has a brief affair with an
insensitive stock broker (Alain
Delon).

Rich in pictorial abstraction,
L•Eclisse was made at a time of 
great uncertainty in Antonioni•s
life, and this is reflected in the
film•s tone, through which blows 
the chilly poetry of absence.

L•Eclisse contains some
extraordinary sequences, 
notably the finale in which the 
enduring progression of the
city washes over the human 
story … and it remains one of 
Antonioni•s most accessible 
works.

L�Eclisse

Dir ec tor: Michelangelo 
Antonioni
Starring : Alain Delon,
Monica Vitti
Released: Out Now
Italy | 1962 | 118 mins | sub | Cert PG

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Peter O•Toole
born 2 August 1932

Alfred Hitchcock
born 13 August 1899

August 2008

A stunning,
sexy thriller that
combines art house
sensibilities and Old
World perversion 
with all the energy 
and excess of a
Hollywood blockbuster. Paul
Verhoeven•s WWII Dutch 
resistance thriller is a triumphant 
mix of rip-roaring action and
intrigue, packed with dastardly
villains, gorgeous dames and
desperate rescues - not to
mention an outstanding turn 
by Carice van Houten as our
plucky Jewish heroine.

Like Downfall and l The Pianist,
Black Book revisits the familiark
morality of WWII with new eyes, 
and its take on the politics of 
resistance - in which it is plain
that not all freedom fighters are 
noble and not all occupiers are 
brutes - is as provocative as it is
relevant. Fortunately, Verhoeven 
- who once dreamed of making 
a film about the historical life of 
Christ - is well aware that there
are no easy answers in history
and politics, and never bogs his
story down looking for them.

Black Book

Dir ec tor: Paul Verhoeven
Starrin g: Carice van Houten,
Sebastian Koch
Release d: Out Now
Netherlands | 2007 | 145 mins | sub | 15

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Peter Sellers
born 8 September 1925

Greta Garbo
born 18 September 1905

September 2008

Once voted the 
greatest film of 
all time, Cesare
Zavattini and
Vittorio De Sica•s 
Bicycle Thieves is 
the simple story of 
a man who can only get a job if 
he has a bike, but whose bike is
then stolen on his very first day.

This simple yet profoundly
moving story of one man•s
struggle for employment
and self-respect is told 
economically but with great
narrative tension, and the 
acting, by nonprofessionals
and professionals alike, is 
wonderfully adapted to the 
needs of the drama.

There is comedy too, to alleviate
the weight of supposedly
solemn realism. Watching
Bicycle Thieves now, it is easy 
to see why the film was once 
so highly rated; indeed it won 
an Academy Award for •most 
outstanding foreign film• in
1948. Bicycle Thieves may no 
longer show the world as it is,
but it vividly recalls the world as
it was.

Bicycle Thieves

Dir ec tor: Vittorio De Sica
Starrin g: Lamberto
Maggiorani, Enzo Staiola
Release d: Out Now
Italy | 1948 | 94 mins | sub | Cert PG

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Buster Keaton
born 4 October 1895

Louis Malle
born 30 October 1932

October 2008

Like Kurosawa•s 
Throne of Blood 
(which adapted 
Macbeth to
unmatched effect),
Ran takes its 
inspiration from 
Shakespeare•s King Lear.

In place of Lear we have an 
ageing ruler, Hidetora, who 
divides his kingdom between
his three sons and retires from
his duties. But one child is soon 
banished and the other two are 
overtaken by greed.

From here on in, we find
ourselves in the grip of a
tempest - both in terms of the
madness that grips Hidetora 
and the ferocious battle scenes
that, even today, set the 
benchmark for cinematic war. 

In its use of brutal reds and 
blacks, in its martial articulation 
of the battlefield, in the heat and 
the fire of death, Ran is arguably
the last great Kurosawa movie.

Ran is a powerful reminder
of why Kurosawa is regarded 
as the cinematic equivalent of 
Shakespeare himself.

Ran

Dir ec tor: Akira Kurosawa
Starrin g: Tatsuya Nakadai,
Akira Terao
Release d: Out Now
Japan | 1985 | 153 mins | sub | Cert 15

For the best in World Cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Grace Kelly
born 12 November 1929

Martin Scorsese
born 17 November 1942

November 2008

The Seventh Seal 
is Bergman•s
legendary film of a 
medieval knight•s
game of chess with 
Death on his return
from the Crusades.

An allegory of Man•s search 
for meaning, it challenges its
audience with questions of what 
values humanity can live by in 
a time of apocalyptic threat. 
From the early entrance of white
faced Death, through to Jof•s 
vision of the silhouetted dance 
of death on the horizon, The
Seventh Seal is shot throughl
with iconic images. 

Long regarded as the epitome 
of 1950s European art cinema,
now The Seventh Seallooks l
even better today: this 50th 
anniversary special edition,
available on both DVD and Blu-
Ray, has been remastered from 
the restored camera negative.

The Seventh Sealis one of l
the •must-see• titles of world
cinema, and is an essential part 
of any collection.

The Seventh
Seal
Dir ec tor: Ingmar Bergman
Starring : Max von Sydow,
Bibi Andersson, Bengt Ekerot
Released : Out Now
Sweden | 1957 | 92 mins | sub | Cert PG

For the best in world cinema visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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Woody Allen
born 1 December 1935

F.W. Murnau
born 28 December 1888

Steven Spielberg
born 18 December 1946

December 2008

You may be
mistaken for 
thinking that 
It•s a Wonderful 
Life is one of 
those schmaltzy, 
workaday
Hollywood films 
weighed down by its own
sentimentality. If so, you 
couldn•t be more wrong. This
is a film with timeless warmth, 
by which only those with the 
stoniest of hearts could remain 
unmoved. It•s a film that stirs 
all of the emotions, yet never
stands in judgement, never 
preaches, and never patronises.

Facing bankruptcy, George 
Bailey (James Stewart) wants
to end it all. But his personal
angel, Clarence (Henry Travers),
will never get his wings if Bailey
ends up in the drink, so he tries 
to prove him that his life, is, in 
fact, Wonderful.

This is the truest, purest
embodiment of the term 
•classic•: a film that everybody
should see. Even the most
hardened cynic will find it 

pimpossible to resist!

It�s a
Wonderful Life
Dir ec tor: Frank Capra
Starring : James Stewart,
Henry Travers, Donna Reed
Released : Out Now
USA | 1946 | 130 mins | Cert U

For the best in Classic Movies visit: www.moviemail-online.co.uk or call 0844 776 0900
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